MISSION STATEMENT

It is our mission to inspire students

· To embrace the Gospel of Jesus Christ

· To be and to do their best

· To be lifelong learners

· To live their Catholic faith
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"Amen, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  And whoever receives one child such as this in my name receives me.” 

Matthew 18:2-4

ROLES OF PARENTS
[image: image2.jpg]


“Parents are the first and foremost catechists of their children.  They catechize informally but powerfully by example and instruction.  They communicate values and attitudes by showing love for Christ and His Church and for each other, by reverently receiving the Eucharist and living in its spirit, and by fostering justice and love in all their relationships.  Their active involvement in the parish, their readiness to seek opportunities to serve others and their practice of frequent and spontaneous prayer, all make meaningful their professions of belief.  Parents nurture faith in their children by showing them the richness and beauty of lived faith.”
‘SHARING THE LIGHT OF FAITH’ 
NATIONAL CATECHETICAL DIRECTORY

for Catholics of the U.S.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM (General Information)
Pastor:





Rev. Gerry Reinersman
Coordinator of Religious Education:

Steven M. Fischer






Office: (859) 927-2287






Office Hours: 
9am -11:15 am on Sunday








5:30pm -8:30pm on Wednesday







Cell: (859) 240-8207  
The Religious Education Fee is:


One child 


$50.00 (includes $2.00 diocesan fee)

Two children


$100.00 (includes diocesan fee)


Three or more 

$50.00 each child – 1 free (includes diocesan fee)
Class Schedules:

Pre-School Classes are held on Sunday Mornings during 9:30 a.m. Mass in the church basement.  All pre-school children must be pre-registered.  Contact Lynn Donnermeyer (859) 635-7233.

Elementary Religious Education Classes for grades 1-8 are held on Sunday mornings from 9:30-11 a.m. in the main school building.

Mass follows in Church at 11:30 a.m. Children and their families may also attend at 8 a.m. or another mass.
ATTENDANCE AT MASS ON SUNDAYS AND HOLYDAYS OF OBLIGATION IS

EXPECTED OF ALL STUDENTS. Participation in the sacramental life of the Church is the very heart of our faith. The Catholic teaching and training your child receives in the Parish School of Religion needs to be rooted in the parish worship at Mass.

Parent Witness Statement
St. Joseph Parish School of Religion
 The Church through the ages has consistently called its parents to understand their special dignity as God’s instruments of His love to their children. In the Rite of the Sacrament of Baptism, parents receive the call from God to evangelize their children, as we have summarized:
You have asked to have your child baptized. In doing so you are accepting the responsibility of training him/her in the practice of their faith. It will be your duty to bring them up to keep God’s commandments as Christ taught us, by loving God and our neighbor. You will be the first teachers of your child in ways of the faith. May you also be the best of teachers, bearing witness to the faith by what you say and do, 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Therefore it is with complete awareness of my vocation as a Parent, that I enroll my child/children in St. Joseph Parish School of Religion (PSR). I accept the responsibility to be the primary religious educator of my child/children. I understand St. Joseph’s PSR will assist me and share in this responsibility. I know that unless my child/children see me live these truths, then there is little hope that they will live their Faith. I believe that the PSR can enrich and reinforce a Faith that my children experienced in the home. I understand my own witness is essential to the religious development of my children.
 Aware of my responsibility, I commit myself to be the first teacher of my child/children.
I especially understand this to mean:
1.  Regular participation in the Sunday Eucharist with my family.
2.  Commitment of myself to speak more with my children about God and  

     to include prayer in our daily home life.
3.  Support the moral and social teachings of the Catholic Church to 
     ensure consistency between home and school.
4.  The religious education and sacramental preparation of my children.
5.  Teaching my children to be concerned for the needs of others, 
     particularly to respect members of our school community (i.e. Faculty, 
     Staff, Parents and fellow students).
 When enrolling my child/children in St. Joseph’s PSR, I am agreeing to support the school’s philosophy, its policies and its Parent Witness Statement.
PHILOSOPHY OF THE PROGRAM

We believe that the home is the first Church.

It is within the home that the child learns to live the beliefs of our Church.

We believe that Jesus Christ was sent by God the Father:

· To help us know how much God loves us.
· To teach us to pray.

· To call us to be his brothers and sisters.

· To teach us how to love and forgive one another.
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After his death and resurrection, Jesus and the Father sent the Holy Spirit to us:

· To live within each of us to help us know God and the difference between what is right and wrong.

· To form us into a community.

· To bring God’s ways to the world.

· To help us:

· Ask for what we need from God.

· Praise God for God’s goodness.

· To thank God for what we have received. 
· To live as Jesus lived.

We believe that the role of the Parish School of Religion is to aid the parent(s)/guardian(s):

· To be part of the larger community.

· To help them to draw their children more to Jesus and the Church:

· Through instruction.

· Through prayer.

· Through community.

· Through service to the world.

GOALS OF THE PROGRAM

· To help the parents to understand the role of their home as the “first church”.

· To enhance the faith of the child/young teen by helping them to discover God’s actions in the world and community around them.

· To realize the value of living Jesus’ ways.

· To pray and to worship each Sunday as a family.

· To encourage and provide opportunities for service to others.

· To give them an opportunity to grow in faith with a community of their peers and their peers’ families.

ADMISSION POLICIES
“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me,

and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”

Matthew 18:5

Mark 9:37

Luke 9:48

 There is no discrimination on the basis race, color, religion, sex, national origin, or ancestry.  We will work with parent(s)/guardian(s) of children with disabilities in every way we can.
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All new students are required to be in the grade level in the Parish School of Religion as they are in the public/private/home school.  There is an exception, and that is for those students who have had little or no formal religion education.  These situations will be handled individually with parent(s)/guardian(s) when registering their children. 
Candidates for First Reconciliation/Eucharist (usually 2nd grade) and Confirmation (usually 8th grade) should have one full year of instruction prior to admission to the sacramental preparation class.  

Candidates who were not baptized at St. Joseph Church will need to request, and submit, a copy of the statement of baptism from the parish in which it was received.  

The Candidate for Confirmation, an 8th grader, must believe in the Catholic faith, have the desire to receive the sacrament and be adequately prepared.

OTHER POLICIES

1. Parents who have children attending the PSR program are expected to contribute to the parish in accord with their own time, talent, and treasure.

2. Parishioners are expected to register their children for PSR.

3. Attendance at PSR class is NOT a substitute for participation in the Sunday Liturgy.  Students are expected to be present for both Mass and for religious classes.

4. Parents are requested to call the catechist or CRE when students cannot be present.

5. All children in the primary grades need to be picked up at the classroom door by a parent(s)/guardian(s) or older sibling.
ATTENDANCE PROCEDURES

Expectations

     Continuity in religious education is very important for students.  We hope all students can be present and on time for all classes.  If a student alternates weekends with parents, we encourage each parent/guardian to make an effort to get the student to class.  If this is not feasible, arrangements can be made for the student to make up the missed work.
Absenteeism

     We strive for maximum attendance each week, as well as from year to year.  Faith is an ongoing process and children need the consistency of attending classes on a regular basis from first grade onward.  To insure the safety of our children, attendance is taken within the first ten minutes of class time.

     Students are expected to make up missed work.  Parents should make necessary arrangements with their child’s catechist if absences occur.  If a student misses more than 5 classes the student will not be moved to the next grade level until the work has been made up.
Home Study

     For families whose schedule may not coincide with the offerings of the classroom settings, we do offer Home Study. Families are given the child’s text and grade level curriculum goals and objectives and encouraged to work at their own pace. Additional support and resourcing is provided by the coordinator, as requested.  Home Study families are invited and encouraged to attend all liturgies, prayer services and PSR events.  
Progress Report

     A progress report will be sent home on the last day of class before Christmas Break and at the end of the year.  This will allow you to see how your child is doing throughout the year.

Complaints

     If parent(s)/guardian(s) or catechists have a complaint, they should follow the procedure outlined below:

1st
Parent(s)/Guardian(s) communicate the problem with the catechist.

If the catechist should have a problem s/he should communicate with the child’s parent(s)/guardian(s).

2nd
If the problem is not solved, seek the help of a third party to facilitate the discussion.  This may be the CRE, DRE, or Pastor.

Constructive criticism is welcomed because it can turn a potential problem into an opportunity to improve our Religious Education Program at St. Joseph’s Parish.

Homework

     It is the catechist’s responsibility for setting their classroom homework policy.

FINANCIAL PROCEDURES

PSR Fee
     A fee of $50.00, which includes a $2.00 diocesan fee, is asked of each child toward the text, mailings and other expenses for the program during the year.  This fee can be paid at the Orientation Meeting usually held at the end of August or the first part of September.

Additional Fees

     For First Reconciliation/Eucharist and Confirmation candidates, an additional $10.00 will be requested for the cost of sacramental materials.  We ask that you pay this along with the regular PSR fee.

     If fees pose an undue financial burden for a family, the CRE should be contacted so that arrangements can be made.  Confidentiality will be ensured.  What is important is that all children have access to a quality Religious Education Program.

Refund Policy

     If a student withdraws from the Parish School of Religion because of a change of residence, a portion of the fee will be returned.  Since texts are consumable, the cost of the text will be deducted before returning any funds.

SAFETY AND EMERGENCY

Arrival and Pick-up Times

     Classes are from 9:30 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. on all Sunday mornings from August to May, with holiday exceptions.  To assure that someone is present in each classroom, it is suggested that students do not arrive until fifteen minutes before class time and be picked up at dismissal time unless prior arrangements are made with the CRE or the child’s teacher.

Fire Drills

     Fire drills are held at least twice a year.  Students are asked to observe the same serious behavior on Sundays as they would during regular class times.

Cancellations

     Religion classes will use the phone system for cancellation of class due to illness or inclement weather.  Parents have the final decision regarding the risks of bringing their children to class in bad weather when religion classes are not cancelled.

Accidents

     In cases of minor injuries and/or illness, the students will be attended to in school and their parent/guardian notified.  In case of more serious illness or accident, parent(s)/guardian(s) will be notified immediately.

DISCIPLINE

     The educational goals, philosophy and policies of the parish teach responsibility and self-discipline.  This is the key to good conduct, consideration for others, and learning.  Therefore, the following rules provide, in a Christian setting and a learning environment, what will benefit each person in the parish community.

General Rules:
· We respect persons in authority in all areas of the parish.

· We respect each other.

· We are courteous and mannerly.

· We take good care of property and possessions.  We do not take things that belong to others.

· We walk in the halls in an orderly and quiet manner.

· We do not settle matters with violence; therefore, we do not fight, kick, or use bad language.  (As members of a Christian community, we will try to settle our differences in a peaceful manner.)

In the Classroom:

· An orderly classroom is essential to learning.  No student will interfere with another student’s right to learn and a catechist’s right to teach.
· Students will keep the classroom rules they set in cooperation with their catechist.

· Students are expected to do the assignments given by the catechist.  Accountability for assignments will be handled by each classroom catechist.

Parish Property:
· Show respect and courtesy to one another.

· Stay on the parish or school grounds at all times unless given permission to do otherwise.

· Follow safety rules set up by administration.

     Catechists are responsible for establishing the rules and consequences for their own classrooms.  In general, students are expected to be respectful of themselves, the catechists, others in the session, and to property.  Catechists share rooms, so each person is expected to treat items in that room with care.

     If a student’s inappropriate behavior prevents another from learning, catechist will refer him/her to the CRE or DRE.  If this step does not bring about the desired change, parent(s)/guardian(s) will become involved to help solve the problem. 
Drug and Alcohol Statement

     The parish recognizes the adverse effect of chemical abuse.  Therefore, the parish prohibits the use, passing, or selling of tobacco, alcohol, drugs, or other narcotics in any form by students.  (Matches, cigarette lighters, knives, guns, or other sharp objects are also prohibited.)  If there is any violation of this rule, the catechist needs to notify the CRE via a note.  Parent(s)/Guardian(s) will also be notified.  The student may be suspended from the Religious Education Program and/or a program may be arranged which may include a counselor.
Pregnancy Policy

     In addressing the concerns of individuals and families in pregnancy situations, the school affirms its pro-life beliefs and recognizes its responsibility as a Christian community to provide for those in need.

     If it becomes known that a student is pregnant, and the student wishes to remain or be enrolled in PSR, a conference will be scheduled to explain the following conditions which must be observed by the student.  Attending the conference must be the pastor, CRE, DRE, parent(s)/guardian(s) and the student.

1. The student may continue to attend PSR until it is deemed by the pastor and CRE that it is in the student’s best interest to discontinue attendance.  Appropriate alternative educational instruction will be recommended at this time.
2. In the event the physician recommends that the students not attend PSR, a program of appropriate alternative educational instructions will be recommended.
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"Let the children come to me and do not prevent them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Amen, I say to you, whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it."

Luke 18:16

TEXTS

The following texts are used in the PSR Program:

1 - Blest Are We, Faith & Word Edition, RCL Benziger, Parsippany, NJ
2 - Blest Are We, Faith & Word Edition, RCL Benziger, Parsippany, NJ
3 - Blest Are We, Faith & Word Edition, RCL Benziger, Parsippany, NJ
4 - Blest Are We, Faith & Word Edition, RCL Benziger, Parsippany, NJ
5 - Blest Are We, Faith & Word Edition, RCL Benziger, Parsippany, NJ
6 - Blest Are We, Faith & Word Edition, RCL Benziger, Parsippany, NJ
7 - The Story of Jesus, Blest Are We, Faith & Word Edition, RCL Benziger, Parsippany, NJ 

8 - The Story of the Church, Blest Are We, Faith & Word Edition, RCL Benziger, Parsippany, NJ



Confirmation, RCL Benziger

Grades 5th – 8th also use bibles.

New American Bible, St. Joseph Edition

Optional additional text for each grade:

Our Catholic Identity, Catechism Workbook, Resources for Christian living, Allen TX

Catholic Dictionary Coloring Book, St. Joseph Coloring Book

My Rosary, Pauline Coloring Books

Rosary for Children Folder w/Luminous Mysteries, Barton-Cotton
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"Train a child in the way they 

should go; even when they 

are old, they will not swerve 

from it."
Proverbs 22:6
PRAYERS

The following are the prayers that each grade should be familiar with.  Each grade should be familiar with their grade and the preceding grade level prayers.

KINDERGARTEN

SIGN OF THE CROSS



GLORIA (GLORY BE)
In the name of the Father,



Glory be to the Father

and of the Son, 




and to the Son
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



and to the Holy Spirit.








Amen.
PRAYER BEFORE MEALS 

Bless us our Lord, and these, thy gifts, which we are about to receive, from thy bounty, through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

GRADE 1






OUR FATHER




HAIL MARY
Our Father,




Hail Mary, full of grace,

who art in heaven,



the Lord is with thee.


hallowed be thy name.


Blessed art thou amongst women

Thy kingdom come,



and blessed is the fruit of thy womb,

thy will be done, 



Jesus.

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,

Holy Mary, mother of God

and forgive us our trespasses

pray for us sinners now

as we forgive those who trespass 

and at the hour of our death.

against us.




Amen.

And lead us not into temptation


but deliver us from evil.




Amen.
GUARDIAN ANGEL
Angel of God my guardian dear to whom God’s love entrusts me here.

Ever this day be at my side to light and guard, to rule and guide.

Amen.
GRADE 2

ACT OF CONTRITION

O my God, I am very sorry for all my sins, because they displease you, who are all good and deserving of all my love.  With your help, I will sin no more.  Amen.
ORDER OF THE MASS

Opening Rites

Processional

Greeting

Penitential Rite

Gloria

Liturgy of the Word

1st Reading

Responsorial Psalm

2nd Reading

Gospel

Homily

Profession of Faith (Creed)

Prayers of the Faithful (Petitions)

Liturgy of the Eucharist

Preparation of the Gifts

Eucharistic Prayer

Lord’s Prayer

Sign of Peace

Lamb of God

Communion

Concluding Rite

GRADE 3

THE APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.
HAIL, HOLY QUEEN

Hail, holy Queen, Mother of Mercy, our live, our sweetness, and our hope.  To you do we cry, poor banished children of Eve; to you do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley of tears.  Turn then, most gracious advocate, your eyes of mercy toward us, and after this our exile, show unto us the blessed fruit of your womb, Jesus.  O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary.

THE FATIMA DECADE PRAYER

O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fires of hell.  Lead all souls to heaven, especially those most in need of your mercy.

PRAYING THE ROSARY

THE JOYFUL MYSTERIES (Mon, Sat)

· Mary agrees to become the Mother of Jesus

· Mary visits her cousin Elizabeth

· Jesus is born in Bethlehem

· Jesus is presented in the Temple at Jerusalem

· Mary and Joseph find Jesus in the Temple

THE LUMINOUS MYSTERIES (Thu) 

· The Baptism of the Lord

· The Wedding of Cana

· The Proclamation of the Kingdom of God

· The Transfiguration

· The Institution of the Eucharist

THE SORROWFUL MYSTERIES (Tue, Fri)

· Jesus suffers and prays in the garden

· He is scourged at the pillar

· He is crowned with thorns

· He carries His Cross

· He is crucified and dies

THE GLORIOUS MYSTERIES (Wed, Sun)

· Jesus rises to new life.  This is the greatest gift of all!

· Jesus returns to His Father in heaven

· The Holy Spirit comes

· Mary is taken to heaven, where she is with Jesus forever

· Mary is crowned Queen, and Mother of heaven and earth

GRADE 4

ACT OF CONTRITION 

O my God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart.  In choosing to do wrong and failing to do good.  I have sinned against you whom I should love above all things.  I firmly intend, with your help, to do penance, to sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads me to sin.  Amen.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS OF GOD

I. I am the Lord your God; you shall not have strange gods before me.

II. You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.
III. Remember to keep holy the Lord’s Day.

IV. Honor your father and your mother.

V. You shall not kill.

VI. You shall not commit adultery.

VII. You shall not steal.

VIII. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

IX. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife.

X. You shall not covet your neighbor’s goods.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

I. Jesus is condemned to death.

II. Jesus takes his Cross.

III. Jesus falls under the cross.

IV. Jesus meets his mother.

V. Simon helps Jesus carry his cross.

VI. Veronica wipes the face of Jesus.

VII. Jesus falls a second time.

VIII. Jesus meets the daughters of Jerusalem.

IX. Jesus falls a third time.

X. Jesus is stripped of his garments.

XI. Jesus is nailed to the cross.

XII. Jesus is taken down from the cross.

XIII. Jesus is laid in the tomb.

XIV. Jesus is resurrected into heaven.

GRADE 5
THE SEVEN SACRAMENTS


Baptism; Reconciliation; Eucharist; Confirmation; Matrimony; Holy Orders; Anointing of the Sick.

OUR PROFESSION OF FAITH (NICENE CREED)

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.
 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
[At the words that follow up to and including 'and became man’,  all bow.]
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

"Whoever receives one child such 

as this in my name, receives me; 

and whoever receives me, receives 

not me but the one who sent me." 

Mark 9:37

GRADE 6

GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

The moral life of Christians is sustained by the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  These are permanent dispositions which make man docile in following the promptings of the Holy Spirit.

Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude, Knowledge, Piety, and Fear
They complete and perfect the virtues of those who receive them.  They make the faithful docile in readily obeying divine inspirations.

FRUITS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

The fruits of the Spirit are perfections that the Holy Spirit forms in us as the first fruits of eternal glory.

Charity, Kindness, Faithfulness, Joy, Goodness, Modesty, Peace, Generosity, Self-Control, Patience, Gentleness, and Chastity

BOOKS OF THE BIBLE

OLD TESTAMENT



NEW TESTAMENT

(HEBREW SCRIPTURES)


(CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURES)
LAW


WISDOM

GOSPELS

HISTORY

Genesis

Job


Matthew

Acts of the Apostles

Exodus

Psalms

Mark




Leviticus

Proverbs

Luke

Numbers

Ecclesiastes

John

Deuteronomy

Song of Songs





Wisdom

LETTERS

HISTORY

Sirach


Romans

Titus

Joshua





1 Corinthians

Philemon

Judges


PROPHECY

2 Corinthians

Hebrews

Ruth


Isaiah


Galatians

James

1 Samuel

Jeremiah

Ephesians

1 Peter

2 Samuel

Lamentations

Philippians

2 Peter

1 Kings

Baruch


Colossians

1 John

2 Kings

Ezekiel


1 Thessalonians
2 John

1 Chronicles

Daniel


2 Thessalonians
3 John

2 Chronicles

Hosea


1 Timothy

Jude

Ezra


Joel


2 Timothy

Nehemiah

Amos




Tobit


Obadiah

APOCALYPTIC LITERATURE
Judith


Jonah


Revelation

Ester


Micah

1 Maccabees

Nahum

2 Maccabees

Habakkuk

Haggai


Zephaniah

Zechariah

Malachi

GRADE 7

CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY

SPIRITUAL WORKS OF MERCY
To feed the hungry:



To admonish the sinner:

“For I was hungry and you


“..there will be more joy in Heaven

gave me to eat.”       
Mt. 25:35

at the repentance of one sinner than
To give drink to the thirsty:


at ninety-nine of the righteous who

“..I was thirsty and you gave


had no need of repentance.” 
Lk. 15:7

me to drink….”
Mt. 25:35

To instruct the ignorant:

To clothe the naked:



“Go into the whole world and proclaim

“I was…naked and you clothed 

the good news to all creation.”

me…”


Mt 25:36





Mk 16:15

To visit the imprisoned:


To counsel the doubtful:

“I was in prison and you came

“Peace I leave with you, my peace I 

to me.”


Mt. 25:36

give to you…Let not your hearts be

To shelter the homeless:


troubled…”


Jn. 14:27
“…I was a stranger and you took 

To Comfort the sorrowful:

me in…”

Mt. 25:36

“Come to me, all you grown weary and

To visit the sick:



burdened, and I will refresh you.”


“…I was sick and you cared for





Mt. 11:28

me…”


Mt. 25:36

To bear wrongs patiently:

To bury the dead:



“..love your enemies, do good to those

“Amen, I say to you, insofar as

who hate you, bless those who curse 

you did it for one of these least

you.”



Lk. 6:27-28




Mt. 25:40

To forgive all injuries:







“And forgive us our debts, as we forgive







our debtors.”


Mt. 6:12







To pray for the living and the dead:







“Father, I desire that they, too, may be







with me where I am…”
Jn. 17:24

THE ANGELUS V

The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary. 
R- And she conceived of the Holy Spirit. (Hail Mary....)

V- Behold the handmaid of the Lord.
R- Be it done unto me according to thy word. (Hail Mary....)

V- And the Word was made Flesh.
R- And dwelt among us. (Hail Mary....)

V- Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God.
R- That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

LET US PRAY: Pour forth, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy grace into our hearts; that, we to whom the Incarnation of Christ, Thy Son, was made known by the message of an Angel, may by His Passion and Cross, be brought to the glory of His Resurrection. Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

Traditionally, the Angelus is said at 6 - 12 - 6.
GRADE 7 (Continued)

GIFTS AND VIRTUES OF CHRISTIAN LIVING

Theological Virtues


Faith, Hope, Love (Charity)

Cardinal Virtues


Prudence, Temperance, Justice, Fortitude

Capital Sins


Capital Virtues

Pride



Humility

Covetousness


Generosity

Lust



Chastity

Anger



Gluttony

Envy



Friendship

Sloth



Diligence

Marks of the Church


One, holy, catholic, apostolic



The Church Jesus founded is one Church.



The Church is holy.



The Church is catholic which means “universal”.



The Church is apostolic which means “connected to the apostles”.

GRADE 8

THE BEATITUDES

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven:


“But first seek the Kingdom and the will of God…”  Mt. 6:33

Blessed are those who are mourning, for they shall be comforted:


“So when Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who had come with her


weeping…Jesus began to weep.”  Jn. 11:33, 35
Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth:


“For the least of all of you…he’s the one who is great.”  Lk 9:48

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy:


“Be merciful, as you Father is merciful.”  Lk. 6”36

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst to do God’s will, for they shall have their fill:


“Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him.”


Jn 6:56

Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God:


“I’ve come down from Heaven not to do my will, but to do the will of Him who 


sent me.”  Jn 6:38

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God:


“…and be at peace with one another.”  Mk. 9:50

Blessed are those persecuted for doing God’s will, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven:


“Jesus said: Bless those who curse you, pray for those who insult you.”  Lk. 6:28

DUTIES OF A CATHOLIC CHRISTIAN
The precepts of the Church are set in the context of a moral life bound to and nourished by liturgical life.  The obligatory character of these positive laws decreed by the pastoral authorities is meant to guarantee to the faithful the indispensable minimum in the spirit of prayer and moral effort, in the growth in love of God and neighbor.
1. To keep holy the day of the Lord’s resurrection (Sunday).  To worship God by participation in Mass for every Sunday and holy day of obligation.  To avoid those activities (like needless work) that would hinder worship, joy, or relaxation.

2. To lead a sacramental life.  To receive Holy Communion frequently and the Sacrament of Reconciliation regularly.

3. To study Catholic teachings in preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation, to be confirmed, and then to continue study and advance cause of Christ.

4. To observe the marriage laws of the Church.  To give religious training, by word and example, to one’s children.  To use parish schools and catechetical programs.

5. To strengthen and support the Church – one’s own parish community and parish priest, the worldwide Church, and the pope.

6. To do penance, including abstaining from meat and fasting from food on the appointed days.

7. To join in the missionary spirit and apostate of the Church.
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